
Suporters- Liberation, restoration, nationalistic
Critics- Racist, dispossession, displacement

David Ben-Gurion stated that "There will be no discrimination among citizens of the 

Jewish state on the basis of race, religion, sex, or class."[120] Likewise, Vladimir 
Jabotinsky avowed "the minority will not be rendered defenseless...[the] aim of 
democracy is to guarantee that the minority too has influence on matters of state 

policy."[121]

 According to historian Avi Shlaim, throughout its history up to present day, Zionism "is 
replete with manifestations of deep hostility and contempt towards the indigenous 
population." Shlaim balances this by pointing out that there have always been 
individuals within the Zionist movement that have criticized such attitudes. He cites the 
example of Ahad Ha'am, who after visiting Palestine in 1891, published a series of 
articles criticizing the aggressive behaviour and political ethnocentrism of Zionist 
settlers. Ha'am wrote that the Zionists "behave towards the Arabs with hostility and 
cruelty, trespass unjustly upon their boundaries, beat them shamefully without reason 
and even brag about it, and nobody stands to check this contemptible and dangerous 
tendency" and that they believed that "the only language that the Arabs understand is 

that of force."[122] Some criticisms of Zionism claim that Judaism's notion of the 

"chosen people" is the source of racism in Zionism,[123] despite, according to Gustavo 

Perednik, that being a religious concept unrelated to Zionism.[124]

Written by Herzl about Argentina
"When we occupy the land, we shall bring immediate benefits to the state that receives 
us. We must expropriate gently the private property on the estates assigned to us. We 
shall try to spirit the penniless population across the border by procuring employment 
for it in the transit countries, while denying it any employment in our country. The 
property owners will come over to our side. Both the process of expropriation and the 
removal of the poor must be carried out discretely and circumspectly ... It goes without 
saying that we shall respectfully tolerate persons of other faiths and protect their 
property, their honor, and their freedom with the harshest means of coercion. This is 
another area in which we shall set the entire world a wonderful example ... Should there 
be many such immovable owners in individual areas [who would not sell their property 
to us], we shall simply leave them there and develop our commerce in the direction of 
other areas which belong to us", The Complete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, vol. 1 (New 
York: Herzl Press and Thomas Yoseloff, 1960), pp. 88, 90 hereafter Herzl diaries.
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